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Legal Disclaimer
This presentation is meant to provide an overview to EPA inspectors, owners and operators of 
facilities of regulated, and the general public on the implementation of the Spill Prevention, 
Control, and Countermeasure (SPCC) rule (40 CFR Part 112). This presentation seeks to 
promote nationally-consistent implementation of the SPCC rule.  The statutory provisions and 
EPA regulations described in this presentation contain legally binding requirements. This 
presentation does not substitute for those provisions or regulations, nor is it a regulation itself. 
In the event of a conflict between the discussion in this presentation and any statute or 
regulation, this presentation is not controlling. This presentation does not impose legally 
binding requirements on EPA or the regulated community, and might not apply to a particular 
situation based upon the circumstances. The word “should” as used in this presentation is 
intended solely to recommend or suggest an action, and is not intended to be viewed as 
controlling. Examples in this presentation are provided as suggestions and illustrations only. 
While this presentation indicates possible approaches to assure effective implementation of 
the applicable statute and regulations, EPA retains the discretion to adopt approaches on a 
case-by-case basis that differ from this presentation where appropriate. Any decisions regarding 
compliance at a particular facility will be made based on the application of the statute and 
regulations. References or links to information cited throughout this presentation are subject to 
change. Rule provisions and internet addresses provided in this guidance are current as of 
September 2024. This presentation may be revised periodically without public notice.



Overview • The SPCC rule has many provisions.  The objective of this 

presentation is to have an interactive discussion and 

dialog regarding the common misconceptions about rule. 

Please feel free to ask questions after the presentation.



Misconception #10 
The SPCC rule is delegated to States by the authorities in the CWA.



Misconception #9: 
The SPCC rule specifically requires containment 

freeboard to be designed to a 25-year, 24-hour storm 
event

While we believe that the 25-year, 24-hour storm 
event standard is appropriate for most facilities and

protective of the environment, we are not making it a 
rule standard because of the difficulty and expense 

for some facilities of securing recent information 
concerning such storm events at this time. 

(67 FR 47117, July 17, 2002)



Misconception #8: 
The SPCC rule applicability provisions for capacity are 

a tank, not facility, specific determination 

40 CFR 112.1(d): Except as provided in 
paragraph (f ) of this section, this part does 

not apply to
(2) Any facility which, although otherwise 
subject to the jurisdiction of EPA, meets 

both of the following requirements:
(i) The completely buried storage capacity 

of the facility is 42,000 U.S. gallons or 
less of oil.

(ii) The aggregate aboveground storage 
capacity of the facility is 1,320 U.S. gallons or 

less of oil.



Misconception #7: 
The SPCC and FRP record retention requirements are identical. 

• Document retention for FRP holders is 5 
years vs. 3 years for SPCC plan holders.



Misconception #6: 
SPCC inspectors can 

make compliance 
determinations in the 

field

No
A SPCC inspector 
does not have the 
authority to tell a 

facility owner and/or 
operator if the facility 
is in non-compliance 

or a that specific 
violation has been 

identified. 



Misconception 
#5: Piping does 

not have a 
containment 
requirement

40 CFR 112.1(c) Provide appropriate containment and/or 
diversionary structures or equipment to prevent a discharge as 

described in § 112.1(b)… The entire containment system, including 
walls and f loor, must be capable of containing oil and must be 

constructed so that any discharge from a primary containment 
system, such as a tank, will not escape the containment system 
before cleanup occurs. In determining the method, design, and 
capacity for secondary containment, you need only to address 
the typical failure mode, and the most likely quantity of oil that 

would be discharged. Secondary containment may be either 
active or passive in design. At a minimum, you must use one of 

the following prevention systems or its equivalent: (1) For onshore 
facilities: (i) Dikes, berms, or retaining walls sufficiently 

impervious to contain oil; (ii) Curbing or drip pans; (iii) Sumps 
and collection systems; (iv) Culverting, gutters, or other drainage 

systems; (v) Weirs, booms, or other barriers; (vi) Spill diversion 
ponds; (vii) Retention ponds; or (viii) Sorbent materials.:

40 CFR 112.8(b)(3): Design facility drainage systems from undiked areas 
with a potential for a discharge (such as where piping is located outside 

containment walls or where tank truck discharges may occur outside the 
loading area) to f low into ponds, lagoons, or catchment basins designed to 
retain oil or return it to the facility. You must not locate catchment basins 

in areas subject to periodic f looding.



Misconception #4: 
Re-rating of storage tanks or 
permanent closure of storage 

tanks to reduce capacity 
below the one million gallon 

threshold for FRP 
applicability does not require 

a technical amendment to 
the SPCC plan. 

40 CFR 112.5

(a): Amend the SPCC Plan for your facility 
in accordance with the general 

requirements in § 112.7, and with any 
specific section of this part applicable to 

your facility, when there is a change in the 
facility design, construction, operation, or 

maintenance that materially affects its 
potential for a discharge as described in § 

112.1(b).

 (c) Except as provided in § 112.6, have a 
Professional Engineer certify any technical 

amendments to your Plan in accordance 
with § 112.3(d)..   

 



Misconception #3: EPA does not have as 
performance standard for containment

40 CFR 112.7(c) Provide appropriate containment and/or 
diversionary structures or equipment to prevent a discharge 

as described in § 112.1(b)…The entire containment system, 
including walls and f loor, must be capable of containing oil 

and must be constructed so that any discharge from a 
primary containment system, such as a tank, will not escape 

the containment system before cleanup occurs

***** 
40 CFR 112.8(c)(2) Construct all bulk storage tank 

installations (except mobile refuelers and other non-
transportation-related tank trucks) so that you provide a 

secondary means of containment for the entire capacity of 
the largest single container and sufficient freeboard to 

contain precipitation. You must ensure that diked areas are 
sufficiently impervious to contain discharged oil. 

 



Misconception #2: 
Gen-Sets and their associated oil containers are always considered 

oil-filled electrical equipment AND oil filled equipment does not 
count towards a facility capacity   

40 CFR 112.1(d): Except as provided in paragraph 
(f ) of this section, this part does not apply to

(2) Any facility which, although otherwise subject 
to the jurisdiction of EPA, meets both of the 

following requirements:
(i) The completely buried storage capacity of the 

facility is 42,000 U.S. gallons or less of oil.
(ii) The aggregate aboveground storage capacity 

of the facility is 1,320 U.S. gallons or less of oil. For 
the purposes of this exemption, only containers 
with a capacity of 55 U.S. gallons or greater are 

counted.  

“only containers”

NOT

“only bulk 

containers”        

(Oil-filled electrical, 

operating, or 

manufacturing 

equipment is not a 

bulk storage 

container)

 



Not true… 
let me 

explain the 
process

Misconception #1: 
EPA SPCC inspections are always a bad experience…



Bonus Misconception

15



16

Or 

UST ???

AST

AND 
THE 

BUBBLE



Emergency Power 
Generator (EPG)

Tanks
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EPG 
Systems 
– 
The 
Piping

https://www.epa.gov/ust/underground-storage-tank-technical-compendium-

about-2015-ust-regulation#generators 

https://www.epa.gov/ust/underground-storage-tank-technical-compendium-about-2015-ust-regulation#generators
https://www.epa.gov/ust/underground-storage-tank-technical-compendium-about-2015-ust-regulation#generators


Airport Hydrant Fueling Systems (AHFS) 
or Airport Hydrant Systems (AHS)

20



AHS
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AHS
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How Do You Determine Whether Your Airport 
Hydrant System Meets EPA’s Definition Of A 
Regulated UST?

23



Example 1 - 
Airport 
Hydrant 
System That Is 
Regulated
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Example 2 
- Airport 
Hydrant 
System 
That Is 
Not 
Regulated
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Truck Stops
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Partially Buried UST is an AST?
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Partially Buried Tanks  

Sample Footer Text



Summary



Thank You

Questions?

Mark W. Howard 

howard.markw@epa.gov  

202-564-1964

U.S. EPA Office of Emergency Management

http://www.epa.gov/emergencies
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